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2 The Structure of a Paragraph

In this unit, you will learn ...
= the definition of a paragraph.

& the parts of a paragraph.

= how to identify and write topic sentences.

What is a paragraph?
As you learned in Unit 1, a paragraph is a group of sentences about a single topic. Together,
the sentences of the paragraph explain the writer's main idea (most important idea) about
the topic. In academic writing, a I is often betwoen five and ton sentences long,
but it can be longer or shorter, do fa paragraph
is usually indented (moved in) a fow sp:

Understanding a paragraph

| Road this parageaph. It i the beginning of an artcle about Switzerland in a student
newspaper, Then answer the questio

Switzerland — Something Interesting at Every Turn
By Ken Jones

‘mountains, delicious food,

wonderful plces to go sight-

secing and polite peop

should visit Switzerland.

you look at the map, the fist

thing you notice is that R

Switzerland has many nountains g some of the highest in Europe.

Climbing or skiing down the mountins is gr ¢ you will

rland shares ts borders with five different countries
Germany, ltaly, Austria and Liechtenstein. In fact there are four offcial

uages in Switzerland: German, French, lalian and Romansch. All thes

groups of people make Swiss culture very interesting. Finally Switzerland has

many cities and in 2 places to visit, Cities such as Bern have modern

buildings like the Paul Klee Zentrum, yet the traditional alpine refuges in the

mountains show that the country’s old traditions are scill alive. All che people,
s and things to sec definitely make Switzerland a great place for a holiday.

THE STRUCTURE OF A PARAGRAPH 11

riting....pdf FIBAA oTuer (1)

932

O BseauTe 3neCh TeKCT A8 novcka ; &= )
‘ A T 4) NG
B ~oDn i





image2.png
& s x | [JHAC x | © obr x | Br Goc x | & Busi x | & Boii x | [J HAC X | G wer x | M AW x

C (Y @ oaiin | C/Users/aainagul/Downloads/Academi

= Academic Writing (1).pdf 17 /138 | — 8ox  + B o 3 &

a. Whatis the topic o the parsgraph
b. Whiatis the main idea about

. What ideas help explain the main ido

Paragraph organisation

O What makes a paragraph?
A paragraph has three basic parts

1. The topic sentence. This is the
‘main idea of the paragraph. It
s usually the first sentence of o -
the paragraph, and it is the . .
‘most general sentence of the
paragraph.
The supporting sentences. Thes
aro sentences that talk al
explain the topic senten

follow the top

. The concluding sentence.
may be found as the
of a paragraph. It can finish a
paragraph by repeating tho main
iden or just giving a final XXX XX XXX XX X XXX X X000 X0
comment about the topic. -
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Read the paragraph about Switzerland in excrcise 1 on page 11 ag
pic sentence, put one line under the supporting sentences, and put two li
the concluding senten

Put a tick (/) next to the group of sentences that makes a good paragraph. Why are
the other groups of sentences not good paragraphs?

My best fricud has many diffrent hobbies, such as sking, cooking, and playing the
i very good it all of these activitivs. For cxample.she has played the

o for ten years and has won three piano competitions. She also likes to spend ime
travelling, and she has becn to many diffirent comntrics in the world. She greu vp
speking Spanish andd English, but novw she can also speak French and tealivn. | ke

best friend very i

Important sk

ning of many

insight can help
lier udying It © can think of.

One good sy o learn anather l i in s country where that language

wsed When you live in

can learn tolsten o and speak it mere casif
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The topic and the main idea
“The topic sentence
o usually comes fist in a paragraph.
o gives the writor’s main idea or apinion about the topic and helps the reader
undorstand what the paragraph is going to talk about
Circle the topic of the sentence. Underline the main idea about the topic
a. (Siiizeand)is a vory intorestiag country to visit
b. Dogs make oxcollent pets
e A d place 10 study is the library at my school.
. Learaing a forcign language croates job opportunities
e. Football is my fovourio sport because it is oxciting (0 watch.
£, Oue of the most valuable tools for students s the computr.
4. My sistor and I have vary different porsonalitio
h. Summer i the bost time Lo traval in my country

My hometown is a friendly place to live

For each of these paragraphs, choose the sentence from
the best topic sentence.

anted
hard to p:
exam, he di
wel, and he el very But he kne
he warted to stuk
more. The n
i very wel, and now he is study’
ergincering. | gocd role model for me, a

e has taught me that never giving up is the best way

1. One of my closest friends, named Kon, is a porson I can trust
2. My friond Ken is a very successful studont.
3. Tadmira my friend Ken because ho doosn't give up.
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Many

Llove playing football, and I hope I can become a profossional player one day.
popular sports in my country, but the most popular sport is football
a difficult sport to loarn to play well

‘Write a topic sentence for three of these topics.

. a favourit place to relax
a grandparent
a pet T have kn
a favourite food to cat

play usical Instrument

topic
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Review

7 These sentences are mixed up parts of one paragraph. Number the parts in ordor

supporting sentences, and 3. concluding sentence.

8 Use words or phrases in the bos to complete the sentences

concluding sentence indented  main idea paragraph
supporting sentences  topic topic sentence

a The s usually the first sentence in a It gives the

and the
b The first sentence of a paragraph can be

The ‘come after the topic sentence. and they explain the top

d. The comes at the end of a paragraph.
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